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Not everyone, however, agrees with this strategy. Thirty-one states have enacted 
legislation or passed constitutional amendments establishing English as the “official” 
language of their state (U.S. English, 2015), and five states actually prohibit bilingual 
education in their schools (Baca & Baca, 2004a).

Students whose first language is not English represent a very heterogeneous 
group of individuals. Their competency in their primary language, as well as in 
English, may vary greatly. According to contemporary professional practice, these 
pupils are often identified as English learners (ELs)—individuals whose primary 
or home language is not English and who have yet to achieve proficiency in English. 
Consequently, these students are often unable to profit fully from instruction pro-
vided in English.

The primary purpose of bilingual education programs is to provide assistance 
to students with limited abilities in English so that they can “function effectively 
in both their native language and English. . . . The student’s native language and 
culture are taught concurrently with English and the dominant culture” (Gollnick 
& Chinn, 2006, p. 299). The result is that the pupil becomes bilingual and bicultural 
in the process. Similarly, Baca and Baca (2004b), authorities in the field of bilingual 
education, see the primary mission of bilingual education as providing instruction 
to pupils using the language they know best and then reinforcing this information 

  FIGURE 3.1  Influence of Microcultures on  
an Individual’s Behavior
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SOURCE: Adapted from J. Banks, Cultural Diversity and Education, 5th ed. (Needham Heights, MA: Allyn & Bacon, 2006), p. 77.
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